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From the Director…
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Good luck to board member Becky Eiting as she tackles the Colorado River next month. After seeing an IMAX presentation on rafting in the Grand Canyon, she signed up for a nine day trip. Wow!!! I wonder what she would have done if she had gone to an IMAX about Mt. Everest?





I am in awe of people who push themselves to these kinds of limits.  My husband is fond of triathlons, marathons, and any other thon that requires extreme physical endurance. He loves the training and pushing himself hard to shave minutes off of his swim, bike, or run time. And during the event, he has everything planned, including exactly what happens during the transitions when he switches from swimming gear to biking gear, and then from biking to running. Even a few seconds can make a difference in the overall time. At a recent triathlon, he placed second in his age group. His hard work had paid off. At the same event, one competitor was 78 years old. When most were done with all the swimming (.93 mile), biking (24.8 miles) and running (6.2 miles), he was just beginning the last leg of the race. The crowd cheered for him like he was an Olympian. Unfortunately, one of my husband's friends was unable to finish the race because his bike malfunctioned. It reminded me of the old Wide World of Sports line, "the thrill of victory and the agony of defeat".





During this time when we are in the Olympic mode, I hope we all find ways to celebrate those around us who are the fastest, strongest, brightest, but also those who are brave enough to even get in the race. Both are examples of the Olympic 


spirit. See you at the 


finish line!
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Mission Statement


Friendly House is a neighborhood center whose mission 


is to respond to the needs of families and individuals


through programs and services that will enrich their lives 


and strengthen our neighborhoods.





Friendly House Offers a Variety of Youth Programs


Early Learning Program: Children three to five years old are invited to participate in our early educational program which focuses on social skills, kindergarten readiness, and language development. Classes for three year olds are on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. We have a class on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays for four and five year olds from 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. or an afternoon class from 12:45 - 4:15 p.m. Call Linnea at (563) 323-1821, ext. 23.





All Day Care: Friendly Kid’s Corner, a state licensed daycare program, offers full day care for ages two to five. It’s located at 2619 Division St, Davenport. Call Sylvia at (563) 391-5135.
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After School Program: We offer after school care for children in grades K-5. Children participate in group and individual activities, receive homework help and enjoy enrichment/recreational activities. Program operates Monday - Friday after school until 6:00 p.m. Cost: $17 per week. Transportation from select schools available.





Plus Program: We offer full day care for your children grades K-5 on in-service, inter-session school days, or holidays when school is out. The cost is $15 per day.  





Teen Center: This program is open at no cost to any intermediate school youth on Wednesdays from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. Activities include help with homework, pool table, basketball, computers, and community activities.





For information on the After School Program, Plus Program or Teen Center, call Andi at (563) 323-1821, ext. 29.
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Mark Your Calendars


Back to School Bash: 


August 7, 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.


Decorate Lunch bags and receive free school supplies.





Beginner’s Scrapbooking Class:


Sept. 9, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.


Open to all ages, free supplies for first 15 students. Please RSVP to Jodi at (563) 323-1821, ext.17.





Halloween Family Night: 


October 28, 5:00 - 7:30 p.m.


Make masks and treat bags. Dinner will be provided.�






New Phone System


Friendly House has begun using a new agency-wide phone system. Callers now have the option to call Friendly House staff directly using their appropriate extension number. Staff’s extension numbers can be found on our Contact page at www.friendlyhouseiowa.org. An operator will be available during normal business hours by pressing “0”. If you have questions or concerns, call 563-323-1821.





Join Us In The Art Studio


Tuesday, August 12: Make your own Broach Pin, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.





Tuesdays in September: Work with fabric like tote bags, organizer boards, and sweatshirts, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.





Tuesday, September 16: Scrapbooking and open crop time, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  





Tuesdays in October: Make holiday greeting cards, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 





Call Alice at 563-323-1821, ext. 22, to register. Everyone is welcome!





Free Life Insurance for Qualified Families


MassMutual is offering eligible families free $50,000 term life insurance policies with their LifeBridge Free Life Insurance Program. If an insured parent or legal guardian passes away during the 10-year term of the policy, MassMutual Life Insurance Co. will put $50,000 into an educational trust for dependent children. If you would like to learn more, call John Budish Sr. at 309-752-7079.








Food Pantry Changes


Friendly House has initiated a positive change within our food pantry. In response to an increase in need within our community, Friendly House has changed the timing between food pantry visits, now serving people within our designated boundaries every thirty days. Previously, a person or family could use the services every sixty days. Last year, we served 917 families in the food pantry. If you are in need of service in the food pantry, please remember to bring proof of address and ID for every visit.





Friendly House is always grateful for in-kind donations towards our food pantry, (non-perishable food items, household cleaning items, hygiene items, etc.) If you would like to help, call Jodi at 563-323-1821, ext. 17.








Scholarship Recipients Announced


Friendly House is pleased to announce the recipients of our three educational scholarships. The 2008 Micka Scholarship recipients include Jennifer Nesahkluah, Elizabeth Sallak, and Angela Tot. The 2008 Ivory/Optimist Scholarship recipients include Kelsey Bittner, Amber Bloch, Rachel Budelier, Claire Daniel, and Kelsey Hoeskema. The 2008 Levy Scholarship recipients include Rachel Longstreet and Melissa McDonald.
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L-R: Rachel Longstreet, Angela Tot,


Rachel Budelier, Kelsey Bittner.





Welcome On Board


Friendly House would like to welcome Bert Brooke and Erin McKay to our board of directors.
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Facility Improvements Make A Big Impact For Youth Program


In June 2006, Friendly House acquired our off-site daycare, Friendly Kid’s Corner. During the past two years, we have diligently worked to bring the space up to the quality and efficiency of our other facility. With help from local organizations, we have made great improvements for staff and children. 





Projects and enhancements include new restrooms (Bechtel Trusts & Foundation), Room Partition Project (Community Foundation of the Great River Bend), Kitchen Upgrades (Scott County Regional Authority), Playground Project (Alcoa Foundation, Community Foundation of the Great River Bend, Kiwanis Club of Davenport, Scott County Regional Authority), Welcome Center (Bend of the River Pilot’s Club), Storage and Shelving Units (Variety - the Children’s Charity), Office Supplies and Equipment (Trinity Lutheran Church), Security System (Bechtel Trusts & Foundation) and a Sunshine Van (Variety - the Children’s Charity). 
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The finished playground project at Friendly Kid’s Corner.





A Big Friendly Thank You


Friendly House would like to thank the following organizations for their support:





  Community Foundation of the Great River Bend for their award of $2,500 for our partition project. 





  Diocese of Davenport for their grant award of $2,800 for holiday support.





  Riverboat Development Authority for their grant award of $5,000 towards the refrigerator and freezer replacement.





  Ronald McDonald House Charities for the award of $4,880 for youth programs.





  Scott County Regional Authority for their grant award of $12,940 for the Friendly Kid's Corner Kitchen Upgrade.





  Scott County Kids for the chair replacement in the Early Learning Program area.





  US Bank for their award of $1,000.





Preschool Program Continues to Grow


If you are a resident of Scott County, the Preschool Scholarship Program can help. The program is designed to help families with a portion of their child’s preschool expenses. Parents must choose one of the approved preschools (listed below). Children ages three - five years qualify. This program is sponsored by Scott County Kids. For information, call Renee at 563-323-1821, ext. 11. 





Approved centers include:


  Children’s Village: Hayes, Hoover and West 


  Creative Beginnings Childcare Achievement Center


  Edwards Weekday Programs


  Friendly House Early Learning Program


  Kiddie Karrasel Academy 


  Kindercare, Bettendorf Center 


  Little Blessings


  Our Savior Lutheran Preschool


  Positive Parenting at Trinity 


  Redeemer Preschool 


  Rivermont Collegiate Preschool


  St. Ambrose University Children’s Campus


  Scott County Family Y Learning Center


  Scott County Family Y Palmer


Child Center


  Shining Light Learning Center


  Skip-A-Long Child Development Services


  Westside Christian Day Care





Meet The Friendly House Interns


Friendly House is fortunate to have students from area colleges work with us during the year through their school’s internships. We’d like you to meet...





Christine Louderman: Christine is working towards her Bachelor’s Degree with a Major in Sociology and Minor in Music from Augustana College. Christine is planning on pursuing a Master’s in Performing Arts Admin. She works in all departments of Friendly House.





Nicole Mann: Nicole is working towards her Master’s in Social Work from St. Ambrose University. She will graduate in May 2009; she is hoping to work


in a school setting with at-risk youth. Nicole primarily works in the youth dept.





Danielle Oester: Danielle is obtaining her Bachelor’s Degree with a double Major in Music and Sociology from Augustana College. She is hoping to work either in youth ministry or youth programs. Danielle works with the Friendly Kid’s Corner Program.
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