Childcare and Preschool Scholarship Program – 2009


Childcare and Preschool Scholarship Program
· Description of Childcare Scholarship Program

· The Friendly House Childcare Scholarship Program is designed to help Scott County families with a portion of their childcare fees for children ages birth to five years old, not yet in kindergarten.  Families must be ineligible for any other childcare assistance and must secure a licensed or registered daycare provider that has been approved by Scott County Kids to be a provider on the program.  
· Families whose income is between 145% - 200% poverty level receive $400 for full time assistance or $200 for part time assistance; families whose income is between 200% - 250% poverty level receive $350 for full time assistance or $175 for part time assistance and families whose income is between 250% - 300% poverty level receive $300 for full time or $150 for part time assistance.  Part time assistance can be given to families who work opposite shifts where the parent working 3rd shift needs rest and assistance is also given to families who are attending college and have exhausted their assistance through Promise Jobs.  

· Why this program is vital to the mission of Friendly House

· The Childcare Scholarship is enriches the lives of the participants because it allows families to place their children in quality childcare centers and in home daycare allowing them to work or attend school.  Without the Scholarship, families might choose inferior childcare or not work at all causing stress in the families.
· How is this program funded

· The Childcare Scholarship is funded by Scott County Kids.

· Staff involved with program

· Administrative Services Supervisor serves as program administrator for this program (Full-Time – 15% charged to this program)

· Accountant (Full-Time – 5% charged to this program)

· Executive Director (Full-time – 1% charged to this program)

· How many are served each year

· During fiscal year 2007 – 2008, 153 children received assistance through the Childcare Scholarship.  So far this fiscal year 98 children and 85 families have received a Scholarship.

· Definition of a Unit

· A unit is defined as one child.

· How many units were offered last year (FY08)

· 903

· Unit Costs

· The Childcare Scholarship does not have costs per unit. 
· Contribution to General Operations of Friendly House

· Friendly House will receive $10,448 for staff plus $6,078 = $16,526 from Scott County   Kids this year to administer this program.  
· Description of Preschool Scholarship Program

· The Friendly House Preschool Scholarship Program is designed to help Scott County families with a portion of the child’s preschool expenses.  Parents must choose from one of the approved centers for their child to attend.  Children three to five years of age qualify to participate on the Scholarship.   The Preschool Scholarship pays $3.32 per hour for a minimum of 6 hours per week and a maximum of 30 hours per week.  The amount of assistance depends on the family’s income.  Eligibility is reevaluated every six months in order to stay on the Scholarship.  

· Why this program is vital to the mission of Friendly House

· The Preschool Scholarship is vital to the mission of Friendly House because the Scholarship allows children to receive a quality preschool experience before entering kindergarten.  Without the Scholarship many of the children might not have a preschool experience and therefore be behind their peers when entering kindergarten.

· How is this program funded

· The Preschool Scholarship is funded by Scott County Kids.

· Staff involved with program

· Administrative Services Supervisor serves as program administrator for this program (Full-Time – 15% charged to this program)

· Accountant (Full-Time – 3% charged to this program)

· Executive Director (Full-time – 1% charged to this program)

· How many are served each year

· During fiscal year 2007 – 2008, 132 children received assistance through the Preschool Scholarship.  So far for this fiscal year, 134 youth have benefited from the Preschool Scholarship.  

· Definition of a Unit

· A unit is defined as one child.

· How many units were offered last year (FY08)

· 928

· Unit Costs

· The Preschool Scholarship does not have costs per unit. 
· Contribution to General Operations of Friendly House

· Friendly House will receive $9,488 for staff plus $5,865 = $15,353 from Scott County   Kids this year to administer this program.   

